THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

he role played by JOHN THE BAPTIST in the story of salvation for

mankind should never be minimized. His birth was a somewhat

miraculous one, for his mother Elizabeth was advanced in years and had
been unable to conceive children. It was the Archangel Gabriel who announced
this wonderful news to his father Zacharias while he was doing his priestly
duties in the Temple. Gabriel gives him insight into what will be expected of
John: “He will turn the heads of many of the children of Israel to the Lord their
God. He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah . . . to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (Luke 1:16-17) '

Yes, John would be the “Forerunner”-- the one who would serve as the “voice
of one crying in the wilderness”-- preparing the world for the coming of the
Messiah. He is considered to be the last of the prophets. Many followers of
John would become followers of Christ. Perhaps John is best remembered for
baptizing Christ in the Jordan River. It was not the “baptism of repentance”
that John insisted the faithful needed, but rather it was instead a necessary
process “to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matt. 3:15)

As great as his popularity was, John fully recognized that with the coming of
Christ, his role in the story of salvation would be greatly diminished. The
Baptist stated as much: “He must increase, but I must decrease. He Who comes
from above is above all.” (John 3:30-31) ;

Soon after baptizing Christ, John was imprisoned and later beheaded. He
was aptly described by the Lord he served: “Among those born of women, there
is no greater prophet than John.” (Luke 7:28)
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AAHALLHA YUTAHA
EBAHBEJBE: JIk.19, 1-10; ATIOCTOJI: 1.Twm.4, 9-15;

JAHAC ITPOC/IAB/JbAMO CBETUTEJBE:

S ITPEITIOJOBHU JEOPEM CUPIH

Pohen y Cupuju o cupomMaiiHux popnrte/ba y BpeMe japa Koncrantmua
Benukor. CBojy paHy M/IafiocT IIpOBeO JOCTa OYPHO, HO Haje[[HOM HacTa IIPe/IoM
y BYILIM 1ETOBOj M OH IIOYHE CaB IIaMTeT /by0aBby npeMa focnony Vcycy. buo
je yaeHuk cetor JakoBa Hucubmjckor (13. janyap). Op Bennke boxxje 6marogarn
JINJIA Ce MYAPOCT C je3UKa BeTOBOT Kao MefIeHM II0TOK, a M3 04Mjy CY MY HelIpeCTaHO
TeKJIe cy3e. [pyno/byouB kao myena JeppeM je HepecTaHo MV IICA0 KIbUTe, VN
YCMeHO IIoy4aBao MOHaxXe y MaHaCTUpPYy M Hapon y rpapgy Epecu, mim mak cam ce
IpefjlaBa0 MOMUTBYU U pa3MUIbaiby. MHOroOpojHe Cy mheroBe Kiure, IpeKpacHe
cy merose Monutse. Hajrmosnatuja My je ona monutsa y3 Hacuu noct: Tocnogu n
Brnapguko >xuBoTa Mojero. Kaj cy ra xtesv c1ioM y3eTi 3a €IICKOIa, OH ce HallpaBU
YR ¥ TIo4YHe jyputu Kpos rpaf Execy Bykyhu 3a co6om xapuHy cBojy. Buaesim
TO JBYAM, OCTaBe I'a Ha MUPY. buo je caBpeMeHUK u npujare/b cBeTor Bacunmja
Bemukor. Cetu JedpeM je yI/laBHOM alloCTON ITOKajama. IberoBu cnvcu u jaH-
JlaHaC MeKIIIajy MHOTa Cpiia OTBPA/Ia Off Tpexa, u Bpahajy ux Xpucry. Ynokojno ce
y my6oKoj crapoctu 378. roguHe.

ITPEIIOJOBHIN MCAAK CUPIIH

Pohen y Hunusm, n y mmagoctu mopsmsaBao ce y MaHacTupy Map-
Marejckom, y omm3uan HuanBe. Kaga ce mpody 360r cBeTOCTY KMBOTA I MHOTUX
qyjieca, OH gn n3abpaH 3a emycKona HUHMBCKOT U NIPUMOPAH fia ce IPUMMI TOTa
yyHa. Ho camo mocjie meT Mecenyt OH OCTaBM €MUCKOIICTBO U TajoM Ce yhabU y
nycTumbcky MaHacTup Pa66an-Illa6yp. CacraBrmo je MHOro fena, Of KOjux je
JI0 HAac JOIII0O OKO CTOTHMHY 0ecefa O J[yXOBHOM >KVBOTY ¥ IOABVDKHUILITBY,
NJCAaHMX YITIABHOM IIO COIICTBEHMM JOXXMB/bajuMa. HecpaBmMB Kao IICUXOJIOT
VI PYKOBOJUTE/b Y TYXOBHOM >KMBOTY. Yak U TakBU CBETUTE/B, KA0O IITO je 610
ceeTyt CuMeoH [IMBHOTOpAILl, TPa>KMUJIM Cy Off Fera caBeT. YIIOKOjUO ce y fy6oKoj
crapoctu kKoHileM VII Beka.

3 AOEPO HAM AOLIAO, KAAAHKO (KETT! &

PACYBUBAHE

OpcycTBO 3aBUCTH KOJ| CBeTUTE/bA jecTe jefHaKo ImopaxkaBajyha u guBHa
nojaBa. He camMo ma cBeTuTe/bM HUCY HO3BO/bABA/IM Jja 3aBJCT 3aIVIEHU HUXOBO
CpIie, HETO Cy ce CBUM CMJIaMa TPYAWIN Jia IPYTOBe CBOje y3BUCe a cebe yMarbe.
Kapa je jemnom cB. Vimapmon Ilanectuncky nmocetno ¢B. AHTOHMja y Mucupy, cB.
AHTOHU]e y3BUKHE: ,,[Jo6po momao, [Janu1o 3Be3no jyrapmwal“ Ha o . Mimapuon
OZITOBOPI: ,3/IpaBoO Jja CU ¥ TH, CBET/IN CTybe, mTo mofpskaBam Bacuony! Kap cy
cB. Makapuja XBa/luIm Kao MOHaxa, OTOBOPM CBEeTUTeb: ,OmpocTure, bparuje,
ja HucaM MOHax, anu caM Bupeo MoHaxe!“ Kax cy Hexu rosopunu cB. Cucojy za je

OH JIOCTUTAO CB. AHTOHMja Y CaBpILIEHCTBY, oaroBopu Cucoje: ,,Kan 6ux ja mmao
caMo jeflHy Mycao AHTOHMjeBY, ja Oux 610 caB Kao oram!“
BECEJJA
0 YoBeKy Kora HIKO He 3Ha
Ko cu mu? VM peue um Vcyc: nouemax. (Jos. 8, 25)

Tocog Mcyc je modeTak cTBapama, IOYeTaK OOHaB/bama, IIOYETAK
CllacaBama, I0YeTaK BaCKpCema I CIaBe OeCMpPTHe.

I'me rop; ce HeKo 3710 y cBeTy >kenu uckopeHuTH, OH je moyerak. bes Ibera
ce He Moxe. [ie rop; ce Heko TO6poO y cBeTy e HasupaTy, OH je modyerak. bes
Ibera ce He Moxxe. JKe/u nmu ce ICKOPEHUTH Hec/Iora 1 37106a y IOPOANIN, Y CeITy,
y Ipapty, y BaclesioM cBety, 6e3 Ibera ce He moxxe. C Ibum ce mopa novern. JKenn
Jm ce yHeTH fobpa Bo/ba, MUp, /bybaB U c/I0ora y MOPOANLY, Y CEILY, Y TPafy, y
HapoJy, y BacIelioM cBeTy, 6e3 Ibera ce He Mmoxe. OH je moverax.

3amro ce 6e3 Xpucra He MOXe 3710 MICKOPEHUTH, HUTY JOOPO HacaguTu?
3aro 1ITO je CBaKo 3710 Of Ipexa, a rpexe jeannu OH Moxe onpamTaTtu. Kaga On,
1 camo OH, OIIpOCTH Tpex, OHJja je TpeX UIIYYIaH U3 KOpeHa. A HUKAKBO 106po
He Mo>ke ce 6e3 Ibera HacaguTi 3aro mro je y Ibera cBa pusHuiia no6pa, cee ceme
no6pa. Jenuuu je OH cejay go6pa 1o HUBY CBETA.

Anocron ITasre, koju je cBe 0BO I0jM1O 60/be Off HAC, BEJN:

Cgse mory y Vcycy Xpucry koju mu Moh maje (Pumnb6. 4, 13) a 6e3 Vcyca
XpucTa Ko MO>Ke IOYeTY JIeYUTH cebe Off 371a, IeYNTH IpyTe Off 3714, U ycahusatu
nobpo y cebe, n ycahusaru 1o6po y npyre? Huko, BaucTuny HUKO.

3aTo, 6paho, ako cMo pelleHN 3710 ICKOpemBAaTU y ceby U Y Apyruma,
¥ MeCTO 371a oOpo ycahusaru y cebe u y pyre, IIOYHMMO C HOYETKOM, TO jeCT
IIOYHIMO ca ITobeauTesbeM 371a I cejadeM f1oopa — ca [ocnogom Vcycom XprcToMm.

O Tocnope Vicyce Xpucte, 6yan HaMm Tu modyeTak y cBakoj 60p6u mpoTus
371, M Y CBakoM obpoM feny. Tebu cimaBa 11 XxBajia BaBeK. AMUH.

Y Hepemy, 24.®ebpyapa 2019. rogune, hemo
NpocIaBuTH HpKBeHy Criasy.
Homahuuu craBe cy Tamapa u Henap,
Munomesuh
Csera /Iutrypruja nounme y 10 catn
CBI CTE JOBPOJONIIN!

I paru mapoxujanm,
nocrannte Yranosu IlpkBeHo-mkoncke ONmTiHe, KaKo 611 cTe CTEK/IN MPaBo
ia y4ecTBYyjeTe y lbeHOM pajly ¥ ofny4nBamy o CKynmTiHaMa 4IaHCTBA, /Il U
CTEeK/IN NPUBIIETNje Koje ce Y3 WIAHCTBO 00mjajy.
Topummwa wraHapyHa je $120.00 mn $10.00 MecedHO

3a popmynap ce o6pamume ouy Munany




