THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

he role played by JOHN THE BAPTIST in the story of salvation for

mankind should never be minimized. His birth was a somewhat

miraculous one, for his mother Elizabeth was advanced in years and had
been unable to conceive children. It was the Archangel Gabriel who announced
this wonderful news to his father Zacharias while he was doing his priestly
duties in the Temple. Gabriel gives him insight into what will be expected of
John: “He will turn the heads of many of the children of Israel to the Lord their
God. He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah . . . to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (Luke 1:16-17) ' '

Yes, John would be the “Forerunner”-- the one who would serve as the “voice
of one crying in the wilderness”-- preparing the world for the coming of the
Messiah. He is considered to be the last of the prophets. Many followers of
John would become followers of Christ. Perhaps John is best remembered for

‘baptizing Christ in the Jordan River. It was not the “baptism of repentance”

that John insisted the faithful needed, but rather it was instead a necessary
process “to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matt. 3:15)

- As great as his popularity was, John fully recognized that with the coming of
Christ, his role in the story of salvation would be greatly diminished. The

‘Baptist stated as much: “He must increase, but I must decrease. He Who comes

from above is above all.” (John 3:30-31)

Soon after baptizing Christ, John was imprisoned and later beheaded. He
was aptly described by the Lord he served: “Among those born of women, there
is no greater prophet than John.” (Luke 7:28) -
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“AMONG THOSE BORN OF WOMEN,
THERE IS NO GREATER PROPHET

THAN JOHN"
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1| AAHALLFBA YUTAHA
EBAHBEJBE: MT. 9, 1 - 8; ATIOCTOJL: P 12, 6-14;

JYYE CMO ITPOC/TABUIN ITPA3HUK:

TOCHOIHET

ST RENGT H bynua wenora. Yysum Cenun 3a PeBpoHnujy, Hapenu fa My je noseny. Ila xap ce

CB€Ta [I€BUILIA HE XTEC o;[pehl/[ XpI/ICTa " NMIpUCTATU Ha 6pa1< ca CMPTHUM Y0BEKOM,

IN PRAYER |o4 HapenMu Ja je muobajy, IoToM jAa joj 3yOe mu3bujy, HOTOM fia jOj OICEeKY pyKe, Ia
IS RET TER |Jupcy, ma Hore, U Haj3aj fla je MOCEKy MadeM. AN My4mUTe/ba — TOTa MCTOT JlaHa
POBEWE CBETOI JOBAHA ITIPETEYE I KPCTUTE/BA THAN LENGT cHabe cTpamrna kasHa boxja: 6ec yhe y wera, 1 00y3e ra HeKy CaMpPTHH Y>Kac; Y TOM

Y>Xacy OH yhapu riiaBoM O MEpMEPHU CTY6 " 1mmage MpTasB. JIncumax Hapenou na ce

Ha mect mecenn Ipe cBora jaB}BaH,a y HagapeTy HpeCBeToj HeBu Map]/[]]/[ IN PRAYG R. TEI0 cD(?BpOHI/IjI/IHO ca6epe " OfjHECe Y MaHacTup, rae 6}7;[16 YE€CHO Caxparme€HO, a OH

Benky [aBpun, apxanren boxju, jaBuo ce NpBOCBEIITEHMKY 3axapujy y Xpamy
Jepycamumckom. Ilpe Hero mTo je 06jaBuo uyzmecHo 3auehe 6e3My»KHe AeBuUIle, apXaHTe
je objaBuo uygecHo 3auehe GespmeTHe crapuije. 3axapuje He IMOBEpPOBa OIMAX peduMa
BeCcHUKa Boxjer, 1 3aT0 My ce jesuk Be3a HEMWIOM, M OCTafie HEM CBE JI0 OCMOT JlaHa
1o pobemwy JoBaHOBOM. Y Taj JaH CKyIIUIIe Ce CPOAHMIM 3aXapUjyHN U JelncaBeTVHA
panu obpe3ama MIafieHIla M pajy HajeBama MMeHa. [la xajja ynmraie ora, KakBo 6u
MMe OH JKe/leo JaTy CUHY, oH, 6ymyhu HeMm, Hanmca, Ha faurdumy: JoBaH. M y Tom dacy
OfIpelllNt My Ce je3VIK, ! OH Io4e ropoputu. JJom 3axapujus 6emre Ha BucrHaMa usMeby
Burnejema n XeBpona. ITo nenom Vspawrpy Oemre ce pasHeo ITIac O II0jaBM aHTrena
Boxjer 3axapuju, 0 HeMuUIy OBOTa M O OfpelIelbY je3MKa bEeroBOr y 4acy Kajia Hammca
uMe JosaH. ['mac o Tome 6emre fonrao u o Vponma. 3aro VMpop, Kajja mocia fa ce ImoKo/py
flenia 1o Butiejemy, yry T /byae y 6pAcko oOMTammMIITe MOpoAuiie 3axapujiHe, aa youjy
u JoaHa. Ho JemucaBera 6maroBpemeHo cakpuje fere. Pasjapen 36or osora nap Vpon
HOC/Ia [leflate y XpaM 3axapuju (jep ce gecu fja 3axapuju onet 6elre 4pefa CIyXema y
Xpamy JepycanmumckoMm) fa ra youjy. Vismehy npursopa u xpama 3axapuja 6u youjen, a
KPB IberoBa ce yCUpM M CKaMEHM Ha IJIoYaMa, M OCTa TaKO Kao CTalaH CBENOK IPOTUB
Vpopa. JenucaseTa ce cakpuje ca IeTETOM Yy HEKY IEIITEPY, I7ie YCKOPO OHa IPEMUHE.
MapeHan JoBaH ocTa y yCTUIbM CaM Ha cTapamby bora u anrena boxjux.
JAHAC ITPOC/TAB/bAMO ITPA3HMUK:
INPEITIOJOBHA MYYEHUIIA PEBPOHUJA

Khn cenaropa ITpocdopa 13 Puma. [Ja 61 nsberna 6pak ca CMPTHUM YOBEKOM,
oHa cebe 06pyun XpHCTy U 3aMOHAIIN ce Ha VICTOKY y 3eM/bM ACHPCKOj, y MaHACTHPY,
I7le HheHa TeTKa, BpueHa, Oeme urymanuja. JInmcuMax, cMH HeKora BeMKallla, VIMaIle
Xeby fla ce oxeHu PeBpoHMjoM, HO Kako Lap [lmokienujan mojospeBalie y meMy
norajHor XxpuirhaHuHa, nocia ra Ha VIcTok, ca CemMHOM, CTpUIIEM HeTroBIM, [ja XBaTa
u youja xpumhane. Cypos 6emre CenuH Kao 3Bep, U cByfja 6e3 momrese ucTpebprpalie
xpuirhage. JIncumax, HampoTyB, I7ie Tof Moraie mrehamnre xpuirhane 1 ckTamale ux of
cBora 3Beponofio6Hor ctpuia. Hanpasusum mycronr ox xpuurhana y Ilanmupn, Cena
nobe y rpag CuBamnorss, 6113y Kor Oellle MaHaCTUP JEBUYKI ca IefieceT MCIOCHMIIA, Mehy
kojuma u PeBponnja. VMako joj bemre Tek aBajeceT rogynHa, OeBpOHM)Y MOMITOBAXY U
Yy MaHaCTMPY ¥ Y Tpagy 360T Beluke KPOTOCTH, MYAPOCTU U Y3APXBUBOCTU. Y TOM
MaHACTUpY [p)Kalle ce npaBuio OmaxeHe IlnaTonnpe, paHuje urymaHumje, ga ce CBaKku
JlaH TeTKa IPOBOAM CaMO y MOJANMTBAaMa ¥ YUTAamly CBEIITEHMX Kmbura, 6e3 MKakBa
npyror paza. Bpuena 6emre ogpenunta @eBpoHMjy a UnMTa ceCTpaMa CBEIITEHe KIbUTE,
u To cTojehy ckpyBeHa M3a 3aBece, la ce HUKO He 061 3aMayBao ¥ IUIEHMO KPAacOTOM

XBaAa HallMM AParuM cecTpaMa Ha AaHalllbeM AUBHOM PYUKY
KOJM Cy IpUIIPEMUAE U AapUBaAe.

ce ca MHOTMM ApyruM BojHmimma Kpctu. Op momrtujy cete OeBpoHmje 6MBaxy
MHOT JICLIe/bE€Iba, @ U OHA CE jaB/ballle Y JAaH IIPA3HMKA HEHOT U CTajalle Ha CBOM
yobudajeHoM MecTy Meby cecTpama, U cBe cecTpe IVIeflaXy je ca CTpaxoM U papourhy.
Yecno noctpaga ceera PeBpoHUja 1 mpecenn ce y Be4Ho OmaxxeHcTBO 310. a 363. rognHe
MOIITY BeHe Oyay npenete y Lapurpan.

Y yeTBpTaK je npasHuk Ce.Anoctonu lNetap v Nasne - NETPOBOAH
Cs.Jlntypruja nounwe y 10 catm

BECEJA
NPOTHUB 3TyPafOCTH
Kao naone nenpujamern meoj, Hemoj ce padosamu, u kao nponaowe, Heka He uzpa cpue
meoje. (IIpuue Con. 24, 17)

Yogex je, HEMOj ce pajoBaTH Majy HeroBoM. bpaT Tu je, Heka Tu He urpa cpue,
KaJ npomnaziHe. bor ra je ctBopuo 3a xmBoT, n bor ce He pagyje nponactu merosoj. He
panyj ce Hu T oHoMe 1mTO bora xamoctu. Kag yoBek mpomaza, bor rybu; sap ma ce Tt
panmyjeur rybutky CrBoputesba cBora, Pognresba cBora? 3ap Kaji aHTe/M IJIady, TU Ja ce
BeCeNII?

Kan Henpujaress TBoj magHe, Monmu ce bory 3a mera, fa ra bor crace, un 6narogapu
Bory mto ti Hucn Tako mao. Op ucTor cre MaTepujana U TU U OH, Kao [Ba JIOHLA U3 PYKY
JIOHYapeBUX. AKO ce jejaH JoHal pa3bno, Tpeba mu Apyru fa ce cMeje u panyije. Iie,
MaJieHu KaMeHunh, Koju je pa3buo oHaj JTOHAI], YeKa caMO Hedljy PyKy ja ra JurHe, Ia
Zia pa36uje u oBaj moHar. O ucTor cy MaTepujaia 06a JIOHIa, M MajeHn KaMeHunh Moxke
pasOéUTU CTOTUHY JIOHALIA,

Kag ce jemHa oB1a n3ry6u, Tpeba mu ga ce pagyje ocrano crafo? He, He Tpeba fja
ce pafyje. Jep Iyle, macTUp OCTaB/ba CTAZlo U Mfe 3a0pMHYT [ja TPaKM OBILY U3TYO/beHy.
[yburak macTupoB rybuTax je u crajia. 3aTo He pajyj ce, Kajj HellpujaTesb TBOj IIafiHe, jep
ce au [lacTup TBOj 1 Weros, [ocnop Vicyc Xpucroc, He pajyje najly /eroBoM.

O Tocnoge Vcyce Xpucre, [Tactupy Jobpu, n3puHu 31ypagocT U3 Cplia HAIIUX, I
MeCTO e YCafiul y Cplia Hallla Ca)ka/berbe 11 OpaTosby6rbe. Tebu caBa v XBajia BaBek.
AMVH.
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